
TOOLS FOR TYING FLIES 

By Jerry Hopewell 

   I would like to make a point! We need to support the people that spend the time and 

money doing research and development for our tying tools. The companies involved in 

copying and flooding the market with look-a-likes and knockoffs will not spend time or 

money developing anything new for us. Normally the difference in the cost of the real 

tools and the others is minimal. The cheapest tool is the one you can use over the 

years and be satisfied. It is expensive to purchase something that doesnôt work 

properly or doesnôt feel good in your hands. You will end up giving it away, selling it or 

throwing it away. 

Bobbins: I made my first fly tying bobbin patterned after the Matarelli bobbin. My 

bobbin worked but as soon as I could get a Matarelli, I did and have been satisfied 

since. This was about 1969 and I still have and use the Matarelli bobbin today. 

 
 

 My first Bobbin  

 

Silk spool Bobbin 

 

 

Long tube Bobbin 

 

Cal Bird Shepherdôs 

hook 

 

Standard Whip Finnish 

Frank Matarelli Tools 

4426 Irving St., San Francisco, CA 94122 

if you like these, we donôt know how long they will be manufactured. 

 



Here are some more Bobbins. The three old bobbins at the top are not used much 

today. The bottom four bobbins are ceramic or ceramic tips. If your thread has a 

tendency to fray, then you need one of these. Wasatch Tools, Umpqua Tools and the 

last two are Griffin Tools. 

 

 

 

 



 

Hackle pliers: There have been several types made over the years and they all have 

their purpose. If I had only one, it would be the large English Hackle Pliers. Here are a 

few I use. 

 

The first three from the left are Large English Hackle Pliers. The next is a Griffin Rotary 

Hackle Pliers. The next is a Mark Petitjean tool. Next is a Smith Ltd. Tool and last is a 

modified Artery Clamp. The last three are used when working CDC. These are like a 

friend and if you lose one, they are hard to replace. The main requirement is that, the 

tool can hold the hackle and you can manipulate the hackle. 

 

 

 

 



Hair Stackers: Here is what I use. It must do the job and be static free. 

 

 

Scissors: The finger holes need to be large and adjustable to fit your fingers. They 

must be sharp and cut whatever you need to cut. I like to have a serrated edge. 

 



Bodkins: They are a sharp point on a handle, used for picking dubbing, cleaning the 

Hook Eye and removing splinters. Clean it first! 

 

 

Measuring aids: 

 
 


