
RED SQUIRREL NYMPH 
by JERRY HOPEWELL 

 

 

Here is a fly developed by Dave Whitlock one of the leading fly designers 

and an outstanding fly tier. The fly is heavily weighted to get the fly down in 

the water column. 

   

Hook: 2x or 3x long hook in sizes 4 through 16.  

Thread: Black 6/0 or 8/0, depending on the hook size. 

Tail: Guard hairs from the back of the Red Fox Squirrel. 

Abdomen: Red Fox belly hair blended with antron yarn fibers of like color. 

Thorax: Red Fox back hair blended with antron yarn fibers of a like color. 

Rib: Sulky Silver Metallic, a Polyester- Polyethylene thread. 

Hackle: Brown phase Partridge back feather. 



 

The tools used plus a tying vise.  

 

 

The material used plus the Partridge Hackle. 

 



Wrap the Lead free wire on the hook shank counter clock wise. 

 

 

Make a thread dam in front and at the rear of the wire. 

 
 



Select and use some of the guard hairs from the back of the Fox Squirrel to 

make the tail, tie in the Rib material and dub the tying thread. 

 

 

Wrap the abdomen with the dubbed thread and rib the abdomen. 

 
 


